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Anyonevwho walked away from Suncorp.
Metway Stadium last Saturday disappointed
must have rocks in their head.

Sure we didn’t get the three points we deserved but
from an entertainment perspective the game had
everything. Goals, plenty of action but overall plenty
of great football. And I'm pleased to say most of it
was from us.

I know we didn’t get the points but in football things
tend to even out over time. Last season in Sydney,
Spirit tore us to shreds in the first half and could have
been 2 or 3 up. We managed to turn it around in the
2nd half and walked away grateful for the point.

Even our first game against the Knights this season
was a game where a draw would have been a fair result.

What it comes down to is this - if someone had said
to us we’ll give you ten points from the first four games
including Adelaide Force and Northern Spirit you'd be
crazy not to take it.

What we need to concentrate on now is getting 10
points from our next 4 matches and that’s going to be
tough - Paramatta, Perth, Carlton and Sydney United.

I guess what this start has done is give us belief in our
ability to play good, entertaining and winning football
at this level. Provided we keep our feet on the ground
we can go a long way - all the way if we really want it
badly enough.

Too much philosophy. Congratulations to Pete
Grierson scoring on debut and playing a fine game.
After missing out on Strikers squads in the past, at the
tender age of 29 Pete has a lot to offer and a point to
prove.

Enjoy the game.
Kossie

lotto




It’s a funny old game!!! A famous
saying from one Jimmy Greaves and
that’s how I felt Saturday night after
our two-all draw with the Northern
Spirit.

We dominated the match in both halves
and played some attractive football, which
was very pleasing from a spectator’s
viewpoint.

However, unfortunately we let it slip at the
death and even though it was disappointing,
we played some great football

There is no doubt that the side will have to
cope with other disappointments this season
as we search for our second NSL title.

This week, we take on one of the new kids
on the block in Parramatta Power and I am
sure they will be out to prove their pedigree
and give us a run for our money on home
soil.

It should be an intriguing match and
hopefully, the high level of football that we
have enjoyed so far this season at Suncorp
Metway stadium will continue tonight.

Our draw with Northern Spirit last week
has meant that Carlton have joined us at the
top of the NSL ladder.

They have started the season with a bang
and their superior goal difference means the
Strikers are now in second place.

Some of the bigger clubs have yet to blaze
a trail (ie: Marconi and South Melbourne),
but as someone was quick to point out to
me, this is not a sprint but a marathon.

STRIKERS Next Home Game V’s

It's where you are come the end of May
that matters most.

Please be sure to cheer the boys on tonight
as | know they appreciate your support.

Have a great evening.

Tony Petty
Chairman

Carlton

Saturday, November 13
7pm, Suncorp Metway Stadium




Results from NSL - Round 4

Parramatta Power 2 (J Griffiths 25’, 48’) v Canberra Cosmos 3 (D Watkins 58’, 1 De jesus
4,25%)

Cautions: D Winnie (CC) 2’, M Blagovevic (PP) 2’. D Milan (CC) 9’, G Barlow (CC) 25’,R
Plesa (PP) 30’, I De Jesus (CC) 64’ Red Card: David Milan (CC) 63’, Gabriel
Gonzalex (CC) 86’

Venue: Parramatta Stadium
Crowd 99/00: 5,100

Referee: Derek Rugg
Crow d 98/99: n/a

Carlton 2 (A Marth 51, L Lapsansky 70’) v Melbourne Knights | (M Trupkovic 85%)
Cautions: A Kovacevic (MK) 22’, A Packer (C) 26’, D McPerson (C) 43’, G Nastevski (MK)
37, S Douglas (C) 44’, D Terminello (C) 51’, ] Vukadin (MK) 59’ Red Card: Mark Silic
(MK) 88’

Venue: Olympic Park
Crowd 99/00: 4,105

Referee: Matthew Breeze
Crowd 98/99: 4,590

Newcastle Breakers | (G Buonavoglia 4’) v Football Kingz | (W Rufer 82’)
Cautions: D Mennillo (FK) 17,1 Vicelich (FK) 88’

Venue:Breakers Stadium Referee: Con Diomis

Crowd 99/00: 6,045 Crowd 98/99: n/a

Sydney United | (D Longo (og) 19’ v Marconi Stallions 2 (V Savocca (og) 66’, B Malong
52’)

Cautions: D Mc Donal (MS) 32’, Z Babic (MS) 64’, B Malong (MS) 73’, D Invincible (MS) 80’
Red Card: Mark Babic (MS) 40’, M Jermen (SU) 72’

Venue: Sydney United Sports  Referee: Mark Shield

Crowd 99/00: 3,036 Crowd 98/99: 6,498

Perth Glory 0 v Adelaide Force 0

Cautions:A Vidmar (AF) 34’, M Cartwright (AF) 44’, C Veart (AF) 62’, S Miller (PG) 76’
Venue: Perth Oval Referee: Eddie Lenny

Crowd 99/00: 13,390 Crowd 98/99: 12,290

South Melbourne 3 (M Curcija 33’, 71’, C Blatsis 57’) v Gippsland Falcons 0

Cautions: Blatsis (SM) 26’,V Coveny (SM) 39’, D Fak (GF) 40’,A Savage (GF) 57’, C Bell
(GF) 60, Nilo (GF) 65’, D Clarkson (SM) 72’, F Di Amicis (SM) 79’

Venue: Bob Jane Stadium Referee: Simon Micallef

Crowd 99/00: 7,863 Crowd 98/99:7,230

Sydney Olympic | (P Tsekenis 77°) v Wollongong Wolves | (S Young 77’)

Cautions: NIl
Venue: Belmor Sports Ground Referee: Brett Hugo
Crowd 99/00: 5,035 Crowd 98/99: 4,360
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An opportunist goal in the final minute
of play denied the Brisbane Strikers of
a fourth consecutive victory in the
National Soccer League last Saturday
night.

The equaliser from Abbas Saad, was not
the prettiest of goals, with the former
Socceroo on the spot to tap home Clint
Bolton’s parry from a Matthew Bingley bullet.

The goal allowed the Spirit to draw level at
2-2 to snatch a vital competition point and
deny the Strikers of another two, although
Brisbane’s unbeaten record remained intact.

Strikers coach John Kosmina, although a
touch disappointed with the result, was
extremely pleased with the performance of
his charges.

“I was very happy with the way the boys
played. We were a bit unlucky to concede
two goals that really came from decision-
making mistakes, but having said that, the
boys played some wonderful football, which
would have kept the thousands of Strikers
supporters very happy,” Kosmina said.

Brisbane started the match in the best
possible fashion, when Paul Foster converted
from a set piece corner. His powerful volley
flew past the Spirit keeper in the seventh
minute to give the home side a 1-0 lead.

That appeared to spur the Strikers on, with
the side giving the Brisbane fans plenty to
cheer about for the remainder of the first
half, producing some creative football and a
number of genuine scoring opportunities.

Kosmina’s tactical changes looked as
though they were proving too much for
Graham Arnold and his men, with National
League debutante Peter Grierson causing all
sorts of problems up front with Foster, and

Peter Dwyer making his mark on the left side
of the park.

However the Strikers missed opportunities
would serve to haunt the Brisbane players
and supporters in the 35% minute.

The Spirit worked a quality movement
through Luke Casserley and former Brisbane
midfielder Sean Cranney, to allow Matthew
Bingley enough space to ease his shot past
Bolton and into the back of the net.

The equaliser did not phase the Strikers
though with the home side remaining
composed and striking back in the 40®
minute through new signing Peter Grierson,
who slammed home from close range after
good lead up work from Paul Foster.

That gave the Strikers a 2-1 lead going into
the break, a lead they held onto for the
majority of the second stanza.

Despite several chances though, the
Strikers could not penetrate further, and the
last minute lapse allowed the Spirit to steal
a draw.
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ABC PRINTING

E %S TEAEBSIEIE SEHEE DR 89868
“Your Solution to Quality Impressions”

* Quality General and Commercial Printing
 Four Colour Process Printing
¢ Raised Printing

For prompt and reliable service please contact

Craig St Jobn on 0415 152 262

Phone: (07) 3369 9133

E-MAIL: abc@abcprinting.com.au
FAX: (07) 3369 8095
2 DORSEY STREET, MILTON 4064 ¢ PO BOX 1007, MILTON 4064

Paul Foster has been
in good form for the
Strikers this season




Although it was a little disappointing to
come away from last week’s match against
the Spirit with a draw, I really can’t fault the
way we played.

Apart from a couple of defensive errors,
the boys put together some excellent football,
and for that reason, I really don’t see a great
need to change things too much.

The positional changes we made last week
worked very well, with Peter Grierson
complementing Fossy up front superbly, and
Pete Dwyer looking very comfortable back
on the left side.

Tonight’s match will be much like our last
two home games, in that we are coming up
against a side that is on the back of a loss.

For that reason, I'm sure the Power will be
extremely fired up tonight and it won’t be
easy to take the three points that are on offer.

I'm expecting nothing but class from (Milan)
Blagojevic. He is an excellent player
technically and he can cause plenty of
headaches for opposing teams.

Sterjovski has also been in good form of
late and Joel Griffiths is lightning fast, so

they’ll be another two we'll have to watch.

The key thing for us tonight though will be
to continue with our current game plan,
which has been working for us, and to
eliminate our defensive errors so we don't
allow the Power to score any soft goals.

Adult $450
ConcessionN/A
Family N/A

Adult $250
Concession $125
Family $450

Adult S150
Concession S 80
Family $350

Adulr $ 50
Concession S 40
Family $95
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Adult S$75
Concession S 40
Family S 160

A reserved internal seat inthe
Centreline club

Full membership of the Brisbane
Strikers Social Club at Perry Park
Complimentary match day program
Strikers Supporters Club Membership
Entry for Gold membership is via the
corporate entrance from Castlemaine
St, Milton

A reserved external seat in the top
three rows in the centre of the
Grandstand providing access to the
Centreline Club

Strikers Supporters Club Membership
Entry for Gold membership is via the
main gates

* A grandstand seat anywhere except reserved

seats. This seat is not reserved.

Strikers Supporters Club Card

After match access to the Centreline
Club to hear the coach’s match round
up and man of the match presentation
Members over 18 will receive full
membership of the Brisbane

Strikers Social Club at Perry Park

10% discount at La Dolce Vita, Park Rd
10% discount on merchandise
Discounts to Strikers functions

Admission to 7 games only




Mercure Hotels... a proud sponsor
of the Brisbane Strikers.

Mercure, with over 400 hotels worldwide, is a
proud supporter of soccer. We were hosts to
thousands of players and spectators during the

1998 World Cup in France, and we are now a

major sponsor of soccer in Australia. Mercure
HOTELS J
Join the players at over 30 Mercure hotels, . .
ZAccor

ASIA PACIFIC

resorts and inns around Australia... we're ready

to score goals!

For reservations please call 1300 65 65 65 or your AFTA or licensed travel agent.
400 Mercure Hotels worldwide. Over 40 in the Asia Pacific region.

The world game is getting stronger
and produces better players in certain
areas of the globe and indeed certain
areas of this country, or so the media
would have us believe.

I'm sure I won’t send shock waves around
Suncorp-Metway Stadium tonight when I say
that Queensland is not recognised by the
media (particularly south of the border) as
one of these areas.

Now is this because there is a genuine lack
of talent in the Sunshine State? I think not!

[ know I need not remind anyone here
tonight (with the possible exception of any
media persons visiting from interstate) of the
number of Queensland players who have
made and are continuing to make an impact
both locally and overseas.

So is this failure to acknowledge successful
Queensland players and teams because they
don’t like us?

Possibly, or is it because they are too full of
their own self importance?

What ever the reasons the early stages of
this season have proved my case.

With a strikers team comprised mainly of
Queenslanders making one of their best ever
starts to the season you would think that the
way the team was performing would be a
major reason for us being equal top of the
table.

Not so - Instead experts are providing us
with several other reasons e.g. The ‘Big
Teams’ may take 6 or 7 games to warm up.

[ for one hope this proves to be the case as
this ‘Warm-up’ will give us the chance to put
a few points between us and the so called
‘Big Teams!’

Nick Meredith awarded
“Gump of The Week”

I wonder also if these experts have ever
stopped to think that maybe WE are only
warming up!

[ would like to add that media coverage in
our own state has, as you would expect, been
positive.

My only gripe is that we don’t get enough
of it. This, however, is something we are
hoping to rectify.

Taking over from Baldy as ‘Gump of The
Week'’ is Nick Meredith.

He earned the award for claiming that the
ball hit someone’s arm so hard it nearly broke

Nick has promised (or threatened) to add
some strange odors to the ‘Gump Shirt’
before handing it over! More on that next
time. Thanks for your support.

Stuart McLaren.
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O’Brien Leisure Services
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of the Brisbane
ankers
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Includes Return Air Travel
5 nights Accommodation
* Conditional on purchasing a $20
per adult per day Food and
Beverage Package
Phone Holiday Magic
33488522
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Brad Ditton

Two Seasons ago many wrote him off
as another National League discard...
a young man who just a few seasons
earlier had the world at his feet, but
had unfortunately succumbed to
injuries and other perils associated with
top league football.

Mid-way through the post Grand Final
season, it came as no surprise when he, like
many others before him, fell into the National
League wilderness.

But after two seasons of relative obscurity,
and now four matches back in the country’s
top competition, it is quite obvious Brad
Ditton is back.

“I ummed and ahhed for ages about the
decision to return,” Brad said, “...and it really
did take me a long time to decide to go for
another season with the Strikers.”

And it was a decision that coach John
Kosmina and Strikers fans around the country
would no doubt be very happy with, after
seeing the sort of form this talented young
midfielder has been in recently.

Formerly from Mackay, “Ditts”, as he is
affectionately known, was spotted at an early
age and soon became a Young Socceroo.

It wasn’t long before he had a host of
National League clubs vying for his signature,
however being a true-blue Queenslander it
didn’t take much to persuade the young man
to sign with the newly formed Brisbane
United.

After playing with United and then with the
Strikers, Ditts trialed with English First
Division side Oldham, before playing a season
with Second Division club Chesterfield.

After a year in England the young midfielder

Strikers midfielder
Brad Ditton
#6

returned to Australia where he took up a
place with the Strikers again, however before
long, injury set in and some personality
differences with coaches had Ditts in a state
of disillusionment.

“Things probably weren’t going my way and
I guess I got sick of putting in such a big
commitment and never getting on the
paddock,” Brad said.

“So I gave it away mid way through the
season after we won the Grand Final,
returned to the XXXX League and started
up my own personal training business.”

After playing a staring role with Beenleigh,
Ditts was picked up by Rochedale, the club
with which he played an instrumental role in
winning their first ever premiership this year.

With such a good season behind him, Brad
was offered another chance with the Strikers,
and after much deliberation and consultation
with his girlfriend, he took the opportunity.

“I think I really had some unfinished business
to do in the National League,” Brad said.

“I didn’t reach my full potential previously
and [ was really eager to show people that [
could cut it in the top competition.

“Kossie offered me another chance and
after a lot of thought I decided I would give
it another go.
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Adventure Training, Corporate
Training, Fitness Advice,
Abseiling, Rockclimbing,

Canoeing and Bushwalking.

BREAKOUT ADVENTURES
Phone (07) 3375 4301
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[ zar Kossie

C nyou tell me how many points the Strikers

w' | need to make the final six.

A star Quinn, Aged 6

D ar Alistair

T e Brisbane Strikers will need to

a hieve at least 51 points to make the

f 1al six this season. We have an

¢ «cellent team this year and a great

¢ :ance of making the final six so keep
» your enthusiastic support. We all

¢ spreciate it.

i ossie

Dear Kossie

What position did you play when yéu were
a Socceroo and how many goals did you
score?

Kerrod Smith

Dear Kerrod

I was a striker for the national team
and scored 43 goals in 102 games.

Kossie

Dear Kossie

[ know that the Strikers are full of new players
but they seem to be playing with more
confidence. Have the new players helped
with that or have you changed your
motivation or coaching tactics?

Why did you make the change of captain?

Corey Merrick

Dear Corey

You are right ! Most of the players are
playing with more confidence. The new
team is not only full of more confidence
but they are also full of enthusiasm.

The players now have a very good
attitude - much better than the team
we had last year.

This makes it much easier for me to
motivate and train the team. The
players come to each game ready to
lay hard and do their best.

I made Stuart Mc Laren captain this
vear because he is the best player for
the job.

Kossie

Dear Kossie
Do any players have a good luck charm?

Do you know where Nick Meredith played
when he was a junior?

>From Daniel Coonan
Dear Daniel

Most players have some sort of ‘lucky
charm’ - whether it be an article of
clothing or one specific boot before
the other each week.

Kossie

Dear Kossie

How come Stuart Mc Laren looks a
completely person from last year.
Evan Bell

Dear Evan
I'll let Stuey answer that one himself.

“ | spent most of the off season in
Scotland and because there wasn’t
much sun around my hair because
darker. Seriously though, I just decided
to stop dying my hair.”

Stuart McLaren.
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Join the Brisbane
Strikers for a
drink after the
game at the new
look Hotel LA

Tel: 3368 2560

The Brisbane Strikers
preferred Health and
Fitness Gymnasium.

135 Pring Street, Hendra
Ph: 3868 1992

ITNMECC

-

STRIKERS
Y SUPPORTERS
" CLUB

We need your support
If you want to be at the pinnacle of
Brisbane Soccer this season, join the
Strikers Suporters Club

For only $50 per Adult $40 concession

or $95 Family you get:-

* Regular newsletters

* After match access to the Centreline
Club to hear the coach’s matchround
up an Man of the Match presentation

* 10% discount on merchandise on
non match days

* Discount to Strikers function

Phone NOW on 3252 5327 or email
strikers@brisbanestrikers.com
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. played his 15 th NSL game, on the 23de

October Brisbane Strikers vs Northem

Clint [Bootsa] only needs to play two more
games to equal Troy Cranney’s record of
‘Most appearances NSL by a Strikers
player’.

Troy played 152 games as a Brisbane

Striker before moving south and hnklng thh ;

the Northem Spmt

Start countmg down o) that we can all
give Clint a huge col /k’ratulatlons on his
153rd game - ‘ '

TRAINING B-B-Q

Come and meet the players. The Strikers
have an early training session on Saturday
November 20th and invite you to come
and watch them train.

A B-B-Q will be available after training
so you can grab a bite to eat and have
a chat to your favourite player.

When: 9am - 11lam
Saturday 20th November

Where: Perry Park
Abbotsford Rd
Mayne Q 4006

Bring: Your favourite hat, shirt, ball
to get autographed.

SPARKY COMPETITION

Thank you to our four courageous
Sparkies [and one dad] who braved a
crowd of 4000 to groove to the Sparky
dance at the last home game. All of
the Sparkies had fantastic time and I
hope it helped you all to learn some
of the players nick names.

Thor has told us that he needs help
leading the cheers and has asked if
Sparky could turn his electric energy
towards helping him. Sparky will now
run out on the field with Thor and help
lead the chants at the beginning of the
game.

Don't forget to fill out a coupon at the

Junior Striker Stand for your chance to be
Sparky at the next home game.

The players get really fired up when they
hear the crowd roaring in the stands. Help
inspire YOUR team, cheer and chant loud
enough for the Strikers to hear you on the

field.

Y BRISBANE STRIKERS Y

by ©

lanu
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This week in gardening with the Strikers
[ will talk about something that is most
important when planning a garden and
that is Mulch!!

A good garden should always be well
mulched. A thick layer of mulch prevents
water loss thus reducing the amount of
water needed.

It also prevents the growth of weeds,
keeps the soil encouraging good root
growth and enriches the soil as it breaks
down.

When choosing mulch anything is better

Gwynnie’s Guide to Landscaping

than nothing although lawn clippings
should ideally be composted for a month
before using.

My personal favourite is Hoop Pine while
though expensive is well worth the effort
as it is the best mulch for steep or sloping
garden beds.

Other mulches include Pine Bark, Sugar
Cane Bales and Garden Mulch all of which
are more than satisfactory.

Anyhow that’s your lot for the week and
until next time, happy gardening!

(b2

Glen Gwynne
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DON GARDINER’S

Date Event Venue Time | | Jeroniy
Novembgr : ‘ | Harris
Sat 13" Brisbane Strikers v Carlton 7pm a
Sat 20* Training BBQ Perry Park 9am S
Come and watch the Strikers train and then stay for a BBQ
Sat 27" Brisbane Strikers v South Melbourne 7pm ONE HOUR COLOUR PHOTOS
December . -
Wed 1< Ladies Croquet Day New Farm Park 10am
Wed 8t Supporters Christmas Party Perry Park
Sat 11™ Brisbane Strikers v Gippsland 7pm
Sun 12 Junior Strikers Christmas Party Perry Park 5.30pm
Sat 18" Training BBQ Perry Park 9am
Come and watch the Strikers train and then stay for a BBQ
Fri 24" Mid season Breakfast 7am
Tue 28" Brisbane Strikers v Wollongong 7pm
January
Sat 8" Brisbane Strikers v Melbourne Knights 7pm
1719t Back to School Coaching Clinic Perry Park 9am
Sat 22n¢ Brisbane Strikers v Marconi 7pm
Sat 29" Brisbane Strikers v Kingz FC 7pm
February
Sun 6% Pee Wee Carnival Perry Park

Chance for our junior supporters to play a few games on the
training grounds of the Strikers

Sat 12* Brisbane Strikers v Canberra Cosmos 7pm | -
Mon 14t Ladies Valentines Lunch ﬁ
Treat yourself to a romantic lunch with the players
Tue 22" Strikers Networking Golf Day
A chance to mix business with pleasure
March
Sat 4" Brisbane Strikers v Perth Glory 7pm
Sat 18" Brisbane Strikers v Sydney United 7pm
Sun 19" Family Day & Car Rally
Just like a treasure hunt on wheels
Sat 25™ Supporters Training BBQ 9am
April
Sat 1%t Brisbane Strikers v Newcastle Breakers 7pm
Sat 15" Brisbane Strikers v Sydney Olympic 7pm
Tue 25" Brisbane Strikers v Northern Spirit 7pm
May
Sat 6™ Supporters Training BBQ 9am
Sun 7% Brisbane Strikers v Gippsland 5pm
Sat 21t FA Cup Challenge Perry Park
June .
Mon 5" Gentlemen’s Lounge
Fri 9t Presentation Awards

28
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WINI WIIV’ WI)V’ -
DINNER FOR TWO AT Grierson

L Dolay Oite

If you purchased your magazine with Stvart
McLaren’s signature below, then you have
won dinner fo the value of $50 at La Dolce
Vita Restaurant, Park Rd, Milton. To claim
your prize, take your copy of the magazine
to the Corporate Entrance in Castlemaine
Street after the game.
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- ;Par, amatta Power
; Andrew Crews (GK)
. Davrd Barrett

‘ Mrchael Santalab
f Steve Eagleton

_ Richard Plesa

. Joe Vrkic
Jacob Burns

~ Walter Ardone
 Mile Sterjovski

. Joel Griffiths

. Steve Berry
Stephen Laybutt
Milan Blagojevic
John Angelucci
Danny Townsend |
"Mark Byrnes
Danny Kukucka

Lachlan Oampbell

Matt Thompson
iBarney Smrth (GK)
Ahmid Elrich
'}John Gibson

Peter Bennett
Mike thson .
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