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City boys shell-shock Rovers

Brisbane City has made its intentions for
1998 clear following an emphatic 4-0 victory
over Rochedale last Sunday.

In front of a parochial home crowd, City
made the most of its chances, while Rochedale
was left floundering in its wake.

The City onslaught began after just seven
minutes, when Chris Slater misfired a shot that
skewed across the face of goal, only to be
knocked in by the outstretched leg of Mark
Battistin (pictured) at the far post.

Rochedale had a few chances of its own after
that, with Eddie Lees hitting a perfect left-foot
drive from a dead ball situation soon after, only
to have the shot superbly saved by Daniel Duke.

City began the second half as it did the first,
with several chances falling to its strikers.

But ironically it was a defender who put the
home side further ahead. Scott Elliott latched
onto a quality through ball and struck what
looked to be a mistimed shot, which was still
good enough to beat Graham Ross.

Rochedale’s best chance of the match came
in the 63rd minute, when Michael Lane sliced
the City defence with a sensational run. His shot
beat Duke but was denied by the upright, the
rebound falling to Steve Fitzsimmons, who put
it away but was ruled off-side by the linesman.

With frustration starting to set into the
Rovers camp, several minor altercations took
place, until Chris Slater found the back of the
net with a glancing header in the 84th minute.

The visitors’ fate was sealed two minutes
from time when Lane brought down Warren
Cooley in the box. Mark Battistin made no
mistake with the spot kick to give City a
crushing 4-0 victory.

City’s'cross-town rivals Brisbane Lions also
had a big win at Beenleigh, Miron Bleiberg’s
side taking the match 5-2.

Frank Mengotti added some class to the
Lions midfield. The veteran scored a goal
himself and featured prominently throughout the
match to set up another two.

Marc Flemington hit the target twice for the
visitors, with Beenleigh’s only joy coming
courtesy of Danny Stowers and Alan Spiers.

There were more goals at the Eric Evans
Reserve on Sunday with Taringa defeating the
Ipswich Knights 4-1.

Opportunity came knocking for the visitors
in the 30th minute when Knights defender Nick
Seeley was sent from the field.

And former Coalstars boy turned Rover,
Richard Hilli took full toll late in the first half,
with a goal from close range.

Further goals to Warren Allen, Aaron Bakker
and Rob Laslo rounded the scoring off for
Taringa, with the Knights solitary goal coming
from the boot of youngster Damien Conquest.

At the Thabeban Sports Complex, the Gold
Coast continued its winning ways, with a solid
2-0 victory over Bundaberg.

Tom Protuder opened the scoring for the
visitors with a cracking 30 metre drive midway
through the first half.

And although the Waves tried valiantly in
the second half, Troy Greenwood caught them
napping late in the match, rounding two
defenders and beating Michael Bainbridge in a
one-on-one.

In the final match of the round, Wynnum
and Mount Gravatt played out a dour 0-0 draw.

German coach imparts

knowledge

Queensland soccer coaches are in for an
unexpected bonus over the next two months
with leading German coach Bernhard Streun
(pictured) set to grace the region with his
expert knowledge.

The highly respected German Football
Federation (DFB) coach is undertaking an eight
week tour of Queensland, during which time he
will conduct various seminars and workshops
with the state’s coaches.

However this is a visit outside the ordinary
for Streun, whose usual task is to help enhance
coaching techniques in the world’s developing
nations.

In those workshops he deals with coaches
at the elite level. During his Queensland visit
however, the man who has coached the National
teams of Burundi, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius,
Togo, Botswana and Somalia, will pass on his
expertise to the state’s grass roots coaches.

“I would prefer for it to be this way at the
moment,” Streun said, “Because I would like to
know more about the whole Australian setup
before I start talking with your elite coaches.”

The 60, year old coaching expert received
an invitation to visit Queensland, during a youth
visit to Germany last year.

He willingly accepted the offer and has for
the past week been conducting seminars with
young players and their coaches in the Brisbane
North area. And so far he likes what he has seen.

“Working with your youngsters I can see that
their skill level is amazingly good... sometimes
even better than ours,” Streun said.

“But what is missing for them is the so called
‘competition behaviour’. Our young players
have at least 40 to 50 league matches a year,
whereas here they have only 20.

“That is a huge difference and it cannot be
made up even with skill training. You can never
replace a match experience with even 20
coaching sessions... it is not the same.”

Currently in Bundaberg on the second leg
of his tour, Streun also got a chance to look at
the Strikers in action last weekend. But what he
saw did not really impress him.

“Again the skills were very good, but I
believe they did not think fast in that match,”
the German coach said.

“T was talking with Frank Farina after the
match and I realise they were having a bad night,
but one of the things I noticed was some of the
players did not know what to do when they got
into an attacking position. Some would even run
and hide rather than run for the free space.”

Streun said he hoped to have more
discussions with Farina during his visit, but in
the meantime he was focused on his seminars,
which will take in Brisbane, Bundaberg, Cairns,
Townsville, Mackay, Rockhampton,
Toowoomba and the Sunshine Coast.

The expert coach said he would touch on
many aspects of the game during his seminars,
which would include a three day workshop with
elite coaches from April 14-17.




Rochedale Rovers will want to restore
some lost pride this weekend when they host
league newcomers Gold Coast City at
Underwood Park on Saturday evening.

Rovers were comprehensively hammered 4-
0 last game by an impressive Brisbane City
outfit and Rochedale coach Peter Bannon
believes last year’s premiers deserve their early
season favouritism.

“With the likes of Chris Slater, Mark
Battistin and Danny Wright, as well as Damian
Waugh who’s been around the Strikers for a
while, there’s no doubting that they’re a good
side,” he said.

“They appear to have no weaknesses across
the park and play well together.

“However, we did perform very badly... we
were always coming second in challenges and
really never got into our rthythm.”

Bannon said despite the setback, he believed
his side had the ability and dedication to turn it
around and get a result against the Gold Coast.

“They (Gold Coast) did us in the Silver Boot
competition, so we certainly won’t be taking
them lightly,” he said.

“I’l1 be looking for improvement and we’ll
be working on a few areas at training this week
that caused us trouble during the game.”

Gold Coast coach Paul Cockbain said his
side would be treating Rovers with extreme
caution in light of their big loss.

“To be honest, I don’t know whether
Rochedale losing was a good or bad thing for
us,” he said.

“They’1l be pumped up to make amends for
last week and we’ll have to be on our game to
stop them.”

After two rounds, Gold Coast find
themselves equal on points at the top of the table
with league giants Brisbane City and Brisbane
Lions.

“It’s always good to kick off the season in a
positive manner, but it’s only early days yet.
However, it would be good to carry on the form
of the past two weeks and have a win.”

Rochedale

skipper Gary

* Brattan has

plenty of work

to do to lift
his side

following
their four nil

thrashing at

- Spencer Park
last Sunday

ROCHEDALE v GOLD COAST

Underwood Park, Rochedale
Saturday March 14, 7 pm

ROCHEDALE ROVERS
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Graham Ross
Troy Wickstein
Ross Davidson
Michael Lane
Damian Harris
Eddie Lees
Steve Fitzsimmons
Michael Legg
Andy Lees
Clayton Koch
John Weatherby
David Pilic

Alun Evans

Paul Grugan
Aaron Baldwin
Glen Kolpak
Gary Brattan
Andy Monement
Anton Beronic
Robert Bajic

GOLD COAST CITY

1
2
3
4
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Martin Simpson
Tom Protuder
Adam Hayward
Mick Richardson
Trevor Wood
Brett Adams

Col Phelan

Jade Flack

9 Troy Greenwood
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17
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20

Peter Grierson
Aaron Bristow
Rob Boxall
Stuart Stevenson
Matthew Packer
Trevor Elliott
Martyn Carter
Pat Casey
Adam Evans
Lee Vernon
Matt Miner

The Bundaberg Waves enter the Lions
Den on Sunday desperate for points when
they travel to Richlands Stadium.

Two matches have resulted in two losses for
the Waves, but ironically, their coach Aldo
Baretta was pleased with last week’s
performance.

“Even though we lost two-nil to the Coast,
it was a big improvement on our game the week
before against Rochedale,” he said.

“The commitment from the players was
good and we created a lot of chances, but
unfortunately our finishing wasn’t quite there
and that is something we’ll need to work on if
we’re to challenge Lions.

“All in all, I was reasonably happy with the
side and I think on another day, the game could
have easily ended in a two-all draw.”

The Bundaberg squad was decimated in the
off season, with eight top-line players leaving
the club.

Baretta said it would take time to build a
new team, but he believes the clash with Lions
should bring out the best in his players.

“In the past, we’ve had some memorable
clashes down at Lions and I don’t expect this
game to be any different,” he said.

“We’ll be pulling out all stops to get
maximum points from this match and all our
guys will need to put in a one-hundred and ten
per cent effort.”

On the player front, vice-captain Tony
Roebuck sustained an ankle injury and is in
doubt for the match, and captain Paul Fagan got
a knock on the knee, but is likely to take his
place in the starting eleven.

Lions were in devastating form last week,
comprehensively beating Beenleigh 5-2.

Taringa import Mark Flemington scored
two, Cameron Watson and Wade Cannon each
got one, and veteran Frank Mengotti troubled
the scorer’s sheet, making a jubilant return to
the Premier League.

If both teams play to form, Lions should
prove too strong for the visitors,

Last week’s two goal hero Marc Flemington
will be looking for more of the same against
Bundaberg on Saturday night
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BRISBANE LIONS v BUNDABERG

Lions Stadium, Richlands
Saturday March 14, 7 pm

BRISBANE LIONS

Jason Lucas
David Lonsdale (c)
Darren Sime
Clifford Tuck

Paul Worroll
Mark Geritz

Steve Jackson
Frank Mengotti
Anthony Brown
Michael Brockwell
Marc Flemington
Roy Huth

Craig Rogers
Cameron Watson
(Not Allocated)

(Not Allocated)

(Not Allocated)

Greg Di-Losa
Darren Hillier
Robert Farrow
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4
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BUNDABERG

Michael Bainbridge
Peter Bock

Neil Trebbin
Andrew Donnison
John Giovannoni
Tony Roebuck (vc)
Luke Graham
Patrick Conway
Rauvami Madigi
Rooney Cooper
Jason Chapman
Chris Wilson

(Not Allocated)
Mathew Barritt
Tony Giovannoni
Paul Fagan (c)
Stephen Mack
(Not Allocated)

(Not Allocated)

Cale Driver




Beenleigh are likely to be in for a typically
tough match when they travel to Carmichael
Park to play the Wynnum Wolves on Sunday.

Both teams are desperate for points after
enduring poor starts to the season.

Beenleigh’s first round loss to the Gold
Coast was followed up last week by a 5-2
thumping at the hands of Brisbane Lions.

It was a disappointing game for the home
side and coach Phil Kerr believes concentration
is the key to victory this weekend.

“Last weekend was basically a bad game for
us,” he said.

“We scored first, but then settled back for
the remainder of the first half and played very
patchy in the second half.

“We’ve lacked consistency across the board
the last couple of weeks and the guys have got
to adjust to concentrating for the whole game.

“However, in saying that, their attitude has
been great and they’re desperate to get some
points as they are a little dirty on themselves
for the way they’ve started the season.

“Wynnum are quite a good side... they battle
hard and we’ll need to put in a good performance
to get over the top of them.”

Wynnum coach George Cowie said the
Wolves would have to pick their form up to have
any chance of taking the three points.

“Even though they (Beenleigh) have lost
their first two games, they’ve signed some
quality players in the off season and will be a
good test for our guys,” he said.

“We’ll have to play a lot better than our last
game as quite frankly, I was very disappointed
with our performance.

“We lost our shape and discipline in the
second half, but the lads know what has to be
done and I'm hopeful we can put on a better
display this weekend.”

But the Wolves have been dealt a severe
blow with the news that young striker Owen
Filewood must undergo a knee reconstruction.

Cowie said the 18-year-old was an exciting
prospect and would be sorely missed at the club

WYNNUM v BEENLEIGH

Carmichael Park, Tingalpa
Sunday March 15, 2.45 pm

WYNNUM DISTRICT
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Kevin Tatton
Luke Adair

(Not allocated)
Nigel McClure
Ricky McKinless
Tony McKinless (c)
Matt Campion
Paul Wilkins
Mark Wilkins

Ben Wood

Nick Hadland
Darrell Grundy
(Not Allocated)
Stuart Popplewell
Andrew Davidson
Shane Gilroy

(Not Allocated)
Damien Rogers
Bill McDermott
Garth McCulloch

BEENLEIGH

Chris Roche
Kieren Galloway
Michael Lipscombe
Brett Jones
Steven Forshaw
Wayne Hinton
Fotis Skordou
Jarrod Austin
Brett Druery
Bradley Ditton
Alan Spiers
Michael Rooney
Daniel Stowers
Michael Bettridge
Lee Preston
Michael Kalic
Paul Lederhose
Marc Lederhose
Grant Martin
Chris Balke

BRISBANE CITY v IPSWICH

Spencer Park, Newmarket
Sunday March 15, 2.45pm

BRISBANE CITY

1 Daniel Duke
Warren Cooley
Damon Voss
Mark Bennett
Wayne Strange
Scott Elliott
Barry Wilkinson
Chris Slater
Damien Waugh
Danny Wright
Shane Haddow (c)
Robert Kidd
Daryl Anderson
Mark Battistin
Mark Luburic
Mark Jenkins
Damon Tune
Eddie Azorello
(Not Allocated)

Adriano Taraborrelli

2
3
4
5
6
i
8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
1
18
19
20

IPSWICH KNIGHT

Barney Smith
David Guest

Nick Seeley

Brett Wilkinson
Pat Boyle

Darren Spence
Andrew King
John Clark
Damien Conquest
Brenley Jefferd
Peter Hinks

Peter McKendrick
Scott Stenzell
Clint Scott
Wayne Adams
Matt Hilli

Brad Smith
Neville O’Sullivan
Ken Caldwell
Sam Ferguson




League newcomers Mt Gravatt face an
uphill battle when they travel to Jack Speare
Park to take on an inform Taringa on Sunday.

Mt Gravatt has started the season with a loss
and a draw, and currently find themselves in 8th
position on the league ladder.

But despite his side’s indifferent form, Mt
Gravatt coach Steve Faulkner is looking forward
to squaring off against his old club.

“I spent five years at the club (Taringa),
coaching the colts and reserve teams and really
enjoyed the experience,” he said.

“Taringa went well against Ipswich last
weekend, playing some excellent football and
stringing together ten to fifteen passes in a single
play at times.

“They’ve got a lot of young guys as have
we, and I think this game will be a great
footballing spectacle.”

Taringa blitzed the Ipswich Knights 4-1 last
weekend and coach John Ogden said it was a
pleasing result.

“It was a good win for us, although Nick
Seeley’s sending off probably influenced the
final result a little,” he said.

“However, in saying that, I thought our guys
played well as a unit and felt they were always
in control of the match.

“Craig Slaughter and Shaun Molenda were
both very committed in midfield and worked
hard all day for us, which is an extraordinary
achievement given the terrible conditions.

“The heat was oppressive and it’s a little hard
to play good football in 35 degree heat.

“The administrators need to look at the
scheduling of games and I believe there’s no
reason why we can’t play more games at night.”

Ogden said Taringa would be showing Mt
Gravatt a lot of respect in this game.

“T saw them (Mt Gravatt) play in the ‘Silver
Boot’ competition and there’s no doubt they’11
be a handful for us,” he said.

“They’ve got quite a few good young
footballers in their ranks and we’ll have to be
on guard to make sure we get the three points.”

Shaun Mo/endawas one of Taringa’s best in
their 4-1 victory at Ipswich last weekend

TARINGA ROVERS v MT GRAVATT

Jack Speare Park, Indooroopilly
Sunday March 15, 2:45pm

TARINGA ROVERS MOUNT GRAVATT

1 Scott Higgins 1 Mark Bland

2 Scott Robertson 2 Barry Browett

3 Laurence Inunciaga 3 Nathan Carloss

4 Stephen Starr 4 Willie Carter

5 Joel Hale 5 Joel Douglas

6 Steve Dawe 6 Graham Edmonds
7 Des Hughes 7 Neil Ferguson

8 Demitri Theochari 8 Ewen Fisher

9 Robert Laslo 9 Andrew G-Gowers
10 Richard Hilli 10 Criag Harvey

11 Brett Allen 11 Anthony McCullouch
12 (Not Allocated) 12 Michael Rooney
13 Scott Rocker 13 David Pryor

14 Clinton McDermott 14 Anthony Roche
15 Aaron Bakker 15 Darren Stachowicz

16 Shaun Molenda 16 Danny Stickland
17 Cameron Williamson 17 Danny Cox

18 (Not Allocated) 18 George Whyte
19 Warren Allen 19 Collin Bethall
20 Brett Dickens 20 Trevor Evans
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Underdone Inala set to fight

Inala coach Derek Crawford has
conceded his side will be underdone when it
takes on Semi-pro South favourites
Toowoomba this Sunday.

The side has had a less than ideal pre-season,
with eight regular first team players leaving the
club, and injuries to six of his squad have
complicated things even further for Crawford.

“It hasn’t been the best way to begin a
campaign,” Crawford admitted. “It doesn’t help
when you have such a large number of players
leave the club, but we can’t use that as an
excuse... we just have to rebuild and become
competitive again.”

Amongst Crawford’s injured are
experienced duo Jason Keepance (hamstring)
and Craig Thompson (knee), and the Inala coach
is not expecting them to be right in time for
Sunday’s encounter.

“I’ve got my fingers crossed but I'm
doubtful at this stage,” he said.

“It would be nice to have them this weekend
but I realise we may have to play without them.”

Crawford rates Toowoomba the side to beat
in this year’s competition and he said he wished
he could have had another two or three weeks
up his sleevg prior to meeting them.

“Toowoomba had a very strong pre-season
and I think they’ve actually strengthened their
side since last year,” Crawford said.

“It would’ve been nice to have a bit more
time to prepare for this match, but I’'m still
confident we’ll come away with something from
the game.

“They may be tough opposition but we
won’t give up easily and I expect my boys to be
running for the full 90 minutes.”

Defeat at the hands of Toowoomba last
weekend has awoken the boys from
Olympic, according to their coach.

Olympic came back from the Range with
a2-1 defeat but Hagymas believes the loss has
done his players a world of good.

“Toowoomba’s a very strong team and I
would think they’d have to assume favouritism
at this early stage,” Hagymas said.

“They taught us a lesson up there, but I
think it’s been good for the boys because
they’re keen to get back into a winning frame
of mind again.”

The Olympic coach also believes his side
didn’t put enough effort into last weekend’s
match, with some of the more experienced
players in particular going missing.

Olympic learn vital lesson

“Those guys will have to take on more
responsibility this weekend,” he said. '

Hagymas said he had a lot f respect for his
opponents this Sunday night, Slacks Creek.

“They’re a solid outfit right across the park,
and I’m particularly impressed with their
defence and their midfield, the Olympic coach
said.

And there is little wonder why he has that
sort of respect for Slacks, who boast tireless
defender Ty Bannister and the ever youthful
Danny Docherty in midfield.

But with the lessons learned from last
week’s loss, Hagymas is confident his team
will regroup and take the points, despite having
to endure the losses of Cheetah Vosuga and
Carlos Carrasco through injury.
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Bulldogs look to striking duo

Capalaba’s new striking partnership of
Ben Dwyer and Gavin Wright should give
them the edge against the visiting Acacia
Ridge side this Saturday night.

Both players have had plenty of XXXX
League experience and coach Allan Prentice is
confident they will fire in front of their home
supporters this weekend.

“Both lads did particularly well in our first
game against Inala,” Prentice said.

“And I think they should have no problem
finding that sort of form at home.”

There is a minor doubt over Wright, who
suffered a knock in his side’s 0-0 Ansett Cup
draw with the University of Queensland last
weekend.

However Prentice is confident the striker
will be fit for Saturday night’s match, which will
be the Bulldogs’ first at home this season.

Apart from Dwyer up front, Prentice has also
lured experienced midfielder Effie Cassar to the
club. And he believes it will be the additions of
these two players that will make the big
difference to his side’s title chances this year.

“Last season we were two players short of a
good side,” the Capalaba coach said.

“I think these guys will give us that extra
bit of fire power, but I'm also confident of
signing two more players in the next couple of
weeks.

As for Saturday night’s match against the
Ridge, Prentice remains confident of a first-up
home victory.

“As long as we go into the game with a
positive outlook, there’s no reason why we can’t
win,” the Capalaba coach said.

“And it would be nice to go to Toowoomba
with a one hundred percent record.”

Despite Rocklea’s overwhelming 4-1 win
over Olympic last weekend, Souths United
coach Matt Carson is unconcerned about
his side’s Round 3 opponent.

“I don’t mean to sound big headed or
anything, but I don’t care about the other
team,” Carson said.

“That’s not my style, and if they worry
about us then that’s their concern.”

But Rocklea’s crushing defeat of Olympic
last weekend possibly should be on the mind
of Carson.

Michael Babic had scored a hat-trick by
the break for a Rocklea side that looked
extremely hungry in its first-up match.

Carson has his own concerns though. The
first one is to lift his side following a heart-

Souths unphased by United

breaking 1-1 draw with Slacks Creek last
weekend.

For Carson it was not the draw that was
hard to handle, but rather the way it came '
about.

“There was one minute to go and they had
a corner and caught us napping at the far post,”
Carson said. '

“But I guess you can’t do too much about
things like that.”

The Souths coach said he would have little
trouble picking his charges up after last week’s
draw, maintaining his side would be very hard
to beat at home.

He said he would also stick to the same
game plan as last week, with Darren Gray set
to be pushed forward, in behind the strikers.




gam Peter Hinks §
(left) does
his best to
get past
Taringa
midfielder
Shaun
Molenda
while Scott
Higgins
(right) does
his best to
avoid a
stray
Brenley
Jeffered
boot

When

Two o the XXX = suﬁ:t%ﬁg

_ League’s hard men, Fat | g iy~ R ‘ Kot
Boyle and Stephen Starr g i ce‘;/éz
await an incoming cross J ‘ / ¢ | (right)
’ came onto
the park
the
damage
had
already
been done

Ipswich keeper Sam Ferguson (above) let four
in last Sunday but his cause wasn't helped by
team mate Nick Seeley (above right) who was
sent from the field after only half and hour.
Demetri Theochari and Brett Wilkinson (right)

focus their attention on winning this challenge
ey

Semi-Pro Div 1 North Round 3

o Grange Thistle v Bye

- Pine Rivers v The Gap

A Newmarket v Eastern Suburbs

L (2 Uni of Qld v North Star

L g Mitchelton v Albany Creek

; < Semi-Pro Div 1 South Round 3 :

(7)) 0] Redlands Utd v Bye Taringa’s Warren Allen (right) |

e Capalaba v Acacia Ridge attempts to crack the Knights |

= Souths Utd v Rocklea Utd wall. The Rovers midfielder was

! unsuccessful on this occasion,

- Inala City v Toowoomba Utd holkbler b dlld pilt ore away

Olympic Utd v Slacks Creek before the game was over




| XXXX LEAGUE DARRA UTD Vs BAYSIDE UTD 1-3
BEENLEIGH Vs BRISBANE LIONS 23 SOUTH STAR Vs  S’SIDE EAGLES 0-4
MT GRAVATT Vs  WYNNUM 0-0 AMATEUR DIVISION 2
5 B'BERG WAVES Vs  GOLD COAST 0-2 CLAIRVAUX Vs  JIMBOOMBA 1-1
IPSW KNIGHTS Vs TARINGA ROVERS 1-4 KINGSRIDGE Vs  OXLEY UTD 14
BRISBANE CITY Vs  ROCHEDALE ROV 4-0 SAMFORD Vs  GREENBANK 9.1
XXXX RESERVES ARCHERFIELD Vs  PARKRIDGE 1-2
B'BERG WAVES Vs GOLD COAST 2-6 IPSWICH CITY Vs PINE HILLS 1-2
BRISBANE CITY Vs  ROCHEDALE ROV 0-3 AMATEUR DIVISION 2 RESERVES {
IPSW KNIGHTS Vs TARINGA ROVERS 2-3 CLAIRVAUX Vs  JIMBOOMBA =0
MT GRAVATT Vs WYNNUM =0 KINGSRIDGE Vs  OXLEY UTD 6-0
BEENLEIGH Vs BRISBANE LIONS 3-1 IPSWICH CITY Vs  PINE HILLS 1-5
XXXX YOUTH AMATEUR DIVISION 3
BRISBANE CITY Vs ROCHEDALE ROV 0-3 MARGATE Vs  LOGAN CITY KINGS a0
IPSW KNIGHTS Vs TARINGA ROVERS 1-4 WOODRIDGE Vs  PARK RIDGE 4-92
MT GRAVAT VS  WYNNUM 2-6  BAYSIDE UTD Vs  OXLEY UTD 10-0
; BEENLEIGH Vs BRISBANE LIONS 0-8 ANNERLEY Vs  SAMFORD 1-6
| SEMIPRO DIVISION 1 NORTH MOOROONDU Vs  NORTH PINE n-4
i ALBANY CREEK Vs NEWMARKET 3-1 AMATEUR DIVISION 4
| -THE GAP Vs GRANGE THISTLE 4-1 IPSW KNIGHTS Vs TARINGA ROVERS 2-1
. EASTERN SUBS Vs  PINE RIVERS UTD 2-0 NORTH STAR Vs  BRISBANE LIONS 2-3
| NORTH STAR Vs MITCHELTON 2-3 NEWMARKET Vs  THE GAP 3 1-1
SEMIPRO DIVISION 1 NORTH RESERVES MITCHELTON Vs  EASTERN SUBS 1-0
, NORTH STAR Vs MITCHELTON 3-2 CAPALABA Vs  ALBANY CREEK 4-0
! ALBANY CREEK Vs NEWMARKET 2-4 ACACIA RIDGE Vs  SLACKS CREEK 1-4
» EASTERN SUBS Vs PINE RIVERS UTD 1-2 AMATEUR DIVISION 5
THE GAP Vs GRANGE THISTLE 3-0 SOUTHS UTD Vs  SLACKS CREEK 2-2
a SEMIPRO DIVISION 1 NORTH YOUTH PINE RIVERS UTD Vs  ALBANY CREEK 4-1
f NORTHSTAR Vs  MITCHELTON 3-4  IPSWKNIGHTS Vs  SAMFORD 2-1
; , ALBANY CREEK Vs NEWMARKET 5-5 BRISBANE CITY Vs  UNIOF QLD 2-3
} EASTERN SUBS Vs PINE RIVERS UTD 2-4 MT GRAVATT Vs WYNNUM 0-0
| THE GAP Vs GRANGE THISTLE 7-0 AMATEUR DIVISION 6
i SEMIPRO DIVISION 1 SOUTH BRISBANE LIONS Vs  BEENLEIGH 12-0
| SLACKS CREEK Vs SOUTHS UTD 1-1 REDLANDS UTD Vs  EASTERN SUBS 2-0
| ACACIA RIDGE Vs INALA CITY 2-0 NORTH STAR Vs UNI OF QLD 1-3
i TOOWOOMBA UTD Vs OLYMPIC UTD 2-1 CAPALABA Vs IPSW KNIGHTS 2-0
I ROCKLEA UTD Vs REDLANDS UTD 4-1 ANNERLEY Vs  TARINGA ROVERS 0-6
I ; SEMIPRO DIVISION 1 SOUTH RESERVES ‘ 7 .
v SLACKS CREEK Vs  SOUTHS UTD -4 | Next Weelk’s Premier
ACACIA RIDGE Vs INALA CITY 4-1
TOOWOOMBAUTD Vs OLYMPIC UTD 0-4 League Matches
ROCKLEAUTD Vs  REDLANDS UTD 3-2 Friday March 20
SEMIPRO DIVISION 1 SOUTH YOUTH Beenleigh v Taringa Rovers
SLACKS CREEK Vs  SOUTHS UTD 1-10 7 30pm - Chris Green Park
ACACIA RIDGE Vs INALA CITY 1-2 .
I TOOWOOMBA UTD Vs OLYMPIC UTD 4-0
| ROCKLEAUTD Vs  REDLANDS UTD 2-2 Saturday March 21 .
‘ AMATEUR DIVISION 1 Bundaberg v Wynnum District
MOGGILL UTD Vs LATROBE 2.9 700pm - Thabeban Spnrts Complex
ANNERLEY Vs  MARGATE 3-1
REDCLIFFE Vs BROTHERS UTD VR Sunday March 22 .
GOODNA Vs  NORTH PINE 0-2 Gold Coast v Brishane Lions
| DARRA UTD Vs  BAYSIDE UTD 0- 1 2.45pm - Glennon Park
| SOUTH STAR Vs S’SIDE EAGLES 0-1

Mt Gravatt v Brishane City
2.45pm - Dittmer Park

MOGGILLUTD Vs  LATROBE 3-0 ,

ANNERLEY Vs  MARGATE 1-3 Ipsw Knights v Rochedale Rovers
REDCLIFFE Vs  BROTHERS UTD 'R 2.45pm - Eric Evans Reserve
GOODNA Vs  NORTH PINE 1-3 —

" | AMATEUR DIVISION 1 RESERVES
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EVE ON SOCCER THBLES

One of the world’s great airlines.

XXXX LEAGUE P W L F A Pis SEMPRODIVINTHRESP W D L F A Pts
BRISBANECITY 2 2 o 0 5 0 6 PINERIVERSUTD 2 2 0 0 7 1 6
BRISBANELIONS 2 2 0 0 6 2 6  NEWMARKET SREEORRNOIRR 0. 502 6
GOLD COAST 53 o SO & bl o TENe R EG AR IR RGP O 5= 350,53
TARINGAROVERS! 2, 1 ~0F 1 4 2 8 SNORTHSTAR 2l e O R B
ROGHEDALEROV. ‘2~ 1. 0 1 -3 4 38 . UNIOFQLD TRRR ORI 1IN0 e 17
IPSW KNIGHTS o LA g e, i A6l 3 s T EASTERN SUBSERROEESOREHIS o, © 80, 4 i - 1
WYNNUM SO (R R on S MITCHELTON B - Al S e
MT GRAVATT Dk 810/ I E e R0 GRANGE THISTIERSCEE oS (SN ol e 57
BEENLEIGH 50 g Olt2 4 w50 S AIBANY GREEKESE o SEROEERORE2 S 250 =0
BBERGWAVES 2 0 O 2 0 5 0
XXXX RESERVES SEMIPRO DIVISION 1 NORTH YOUTH
ROCHEDALE ROV 2 2 0 0o 10 1 6 MITCHELTON 2 2 0 0o 10 3 6
GOLD COAST AR M) L S B PINEIRIVERS DRSS oRR o B0 S5 % 2. 6
TARINGA ROVERS 2 2 0 0 6" 2 6 THE GAP 1 1 0 0 7 0 3
BEENLEIGH 20 S S OR B 6 RS NORTHISTAR DR E RSO H Sl A
MT GRAVATT o] o SRR 6 M6 S SE S GRANGE THISTUERIPR S 180 0, 1+ 28 L7 e 3
BRISBANE LIONS 2 1 0 1 7.8 3 ALBANY CREEK 2 0 1 1 5 6 1
IPSW KNIGHTS 2 0 1 1 3 4 1 NEWMARKET 2 0 1 1 5 7 1
WYNNUM 200 S R RIS Bl & SoRee ] EASTERNSUBS 2 O 0 2 2 6 0
BRISBANE CITY 2 0 0 2 g .6 0 UNI OF QLD 1 0 0 1 0 6 0
BBERGWAVES 2 0 ©0 2 3 13 0 :
XXXX YOUTH
BRISBANELIONS 2 2 0 0 13 3 6 %w(l)lwoogall;s/iog;‘)sozu Ly St 0 s
ROCHEDALEROV 1 1. 0 0 3 0 8  RBOocKLEAUTD e e e
WAL ELY I O s T SRR SRR e T S R
TARINGAROVERS 2 1 0 1 5 4 3"  G5ywmpICUTD R e S i
IPSW KNIGHTS i Uil o S AR e ot 8 e R D e e
BRISBANECITY 2 1 0 1 3 4 8 EplANDSUTD 2 1 o0 1 4 5 3
MT GRAVATT 2 0 0 2 5 11 0  goUTHSUTD PRt s e
BEENL=GH 1 SIACKSICREEK ol tlo e o0
INALA CITY PREEOREEOE =)0 . Bh 61 D
SEMIPRO DIVISION 1 SOUTH RESERVES
OLYMPIC UTD SHERORRSOROT 5L 0SS
SOUTHS UTD SR RO O 5 6
CAPALABA s S SR 5t 0708
REDLANDSIVIDEE N R0 iie e tiala a3
ACACIA RIDGE P e e e
ROCKLEA UTD T (OB D « 73 1 1D 3
SUAGKSIGREEK: (w20 v0i D20 8 75 0
TOOWOOMBAUTD 2 0 0 2 1 7 0
INALA CITY Gl oy o e e e
SEMIPRO DIV 1 NORTH SEMIPRO DIVISION 1 SOUTH YOUTH
MITCHELTON 20 00D B 3 6 . TOOWOOMBAUTBRE2 SH2MESQE0 -8 L 6
EASTERNSUBS = 2. 2 0 0 3 0 6  REDLANDSUID 2 1 1 0 5 2 4
ALBANYCREEK 2 1 1 0 4 2 4  SOUTHSUTD SIS o e e R
THE GAP 1 =1 0.0 4. 1 '3 CAPALABA Tl Ry e e
NEWMARKET O e e O bR A e ia a INAEACHEY PRI Do nies 013
PINERIVERSUTD 2 0 1 1 1 38 1 ROCKLEA UTD Tl D SIS O 1 5D 35500
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UNI OF QLD 1o RO SCETER I AL 5 o 0 O MPIC D e SOMEE O 10 A D
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ANSETTAU STRALIA 1 3 1 3 OO (flies you anywhere in Australia)

AMATEUR DIVISION 1
BROTHERS UTD
ANNERLEY
NORTH PINE
BAYSIDE UTD
S'SIDE EAGLES
LATROBE
MOGGILL UTD
DARRA UTD
SOUTH STAR
MARGATE
GOODNA
REDCLIFFE
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AMATEUR DIVISION 1 RESERVES
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AMATEUR DIVISION 2
OXLEY UTD
PINE HILLS
PARK RIDGE
SAMFORD
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KINGSRIDGE

AMATEUR DIVISION 2 RESERVES
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AMATEUR DIVISION 3
BAYSIDE UTD
SAMFORD

NORTH PINE
WOODRIDGE
LOGAN CITY KINGS
MOGGILL UTD
MARGATE

PARK RIDGE
MOOROONDU
ANNERLEY
OXLEY UTD

AMATEUR DIVISION 4
CAPALABA
SLACKS CREEK
BRISBANE LIONS
IPSW KNIGHTS
MITCHELTON
NEWMARKET

THE GAP

NORTH STAR
TARINGA ROVERS
EASTERN SUBS
ACACIA RIDGE
ALBANY CREEK

AMATEUR DIVISION 5
PINE RIVERS UTD
UNI OF QLD

IPSW KNIGHTS
SLACKS CREEK
SOUTHS UTD

MT GRAVATT
WYNNUM
CAPALABA
GRANGE THISTLE
BRISBANE CITY
SAMFORD
ALBANY CREEK

AMATEUR DIVISION 6
BRISBANE LIONS
TARINGA ROVERS
UNI OF QLD
CAPALABA
REDLANDS UTD
NEWMARKET
QLD UNIVERSITY
NORTH STAR
EASTERN SUBS
IPSW KNIGHTS
ANNERLEY
BEENLEIGH
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One of the world’s great airlines.




Kerr chasing ials berth

He may be a rookie when it comes to
coaching at the top level, but Phil Kerr
believes he can take Beenleigh all the way to
this year’s XXXX League finals.

Phil Kerr took control of the coaching reigns
at Beenleigh midway through last year following
the sudden resignation of Peter Bannon.

And while he admits he did not fall into the
job under the best cicumstances, Kerr who was
in charge of the club’s reserve team at the time,
says he took it with open arms.

“It wasn’t an easy time for the club or the
players,” Kerr said.

“When Peter stood down, morale at the club
was low and the side itself became very
disjointed, and that didn’t make the coaching
aspect easy at all.

“But it was an opportunity I personally
couldn’t pass up, and to the club’s credit we
remained competitive despite finishing near the
bottom of the table.

“And I have no doubt we’ll certainly be able
to build on that performance this year.”

In fact Kerr wants to go all the way to this
year’s finals, and he believes he has the players
this time round to do it.

“Last year we lacked a few quality players,
which probably proved the difference in some
of our closer games,” the Beenleigh coach said.

“This year we’ve recruited well in the off-
season and I believe we now have that edge
which we sadly missed last year.”

Among his top signings are three players
with National League experience. Brad Ditton,
who was a regular with the Brisbane Strikers,
Danny Stowers, who had a stint with Brisbane
United, and Steve Forshaw, who spent four years
with Wollongong City.

Kerr said he expects each of these players

to shine for Beenleigh this year, but he also
believes their presence on the park will lift the
other players around them.

The thirty-five year old coach agrees depth
will be the key to making this year’s finals.

“It’s such a long season, with 27 rounds sure
to test the depth of each club,” Kerr said.

“Injuries will be a key factor throughout the
year and for that reason I think we’re fortunate
to have a quality squad from the outset, where
all positions are adequately covered.”

Kerr believes City, Lions, Rochedale and
Taringa will be the teams to watch out for this
season, but he said the competition was
becomming increasingly closer and more
difficult to read.

“Every game is going to be tough. That’s
just the nature of the competition now,” he said.

“But if our pre-season’s any indication I
think we should be able to get back on track
and secure some early competition points soon.”

And the Beenleigh coach is hoping things
will start to fall into place for his side this
weekend against Wynnum.

What a mixed bag of activities we had last
weekend, plenty of goals scored, the usual
beginning of season controversy, and a
revamp of fixtures a mere days before
commencement of round 1 in the Amateurs!

First, the good news. For those clubs
participating in Divisions 5 and 6, the byes have
been taken out a matter of days prior to last
weekend, so all teams in those divisions will
now play their full quota of 22 games, Capalaba
have filled the bye in Division 5, and
Queensland University have taken out the bye
in Division 6.

Now for the bad news, whether or not the
restructuring and revamping of the referees
organisation had anything to do with it, or
whether it is just a simple matter of early season
activities, I saw two matches on the weekend
that had a stark contrast in ability of the man in
the middle.

In the match I saw on Friday night, the
kindest thing I can say about the man in the
middle is that he kept up with play and he was
consistent ...... in his inconsistencies! It is a sad
indictment on both the game and the control of
such, that at halftime, a group of people sitting
near me were taking bets on how long it would
be before a player was sent off. This was partly
because of the standard of play, which was
allowed to degenerate into hard and harsh
tackling, which went unpoliced in the first 25
minutes. No mention as to where I was on
Friday, but a number of senior referees in
attendance, appeared to be of the same opinion.

This was in stark contrast to the XXXX
match in Bundaberg on Saturday night, where
the arbiter, kept up with play, picked up

_everything in sight, even to the disgust of the
Tocals on odd occasions, however he was

cdmpletely fair and, in my opinion, didn’t miss

_a trick.
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With
Jim
Gilbert

Tipping last weekend, was a lottery, but on
one of the rare occasions when I did do a count,
particularly seeing it was the opening full round
of the year, I had a 71% average! This weekend
we have the use of Saturday night, so matches
are now nicely spread over the three days.

SEMIPRO DIVISION 1 NORTH

An interesting tussle to take place at Wendy
Allison Park with The Gap as visitors, Rivers
are yet to win a match, and their pride will be
severely stung, the visitors on the other hand
had a big home win over Grange last week, so
anything could happen this one, I err towards a
narrow home win however.

On Sunday, Newmarket will be entertaining
co-leaders Eastern Suburbs, with the visitors yet
to concede a goal, and I tend to think it will
remain so at the conclusion of this match,
University play their first home fixture of the
year with North Star as their guests, both sides
yet to register any points in the competition, and
this will be a severe tester for the hosts, visitors
may just pick up a narrow away win, whilst the
match of the round will be at Mitchelton with
their 1997 Grand Final opponents Albany Creek
as their guests. This will be a “no holds barred”
match, as competition is always fierce between
these two clubs, home ground advantage tends
towards a win for the hosts, but a low score draw
is possible.

SEMIPRO DIVISION 1 SOUTH

Two games on Saturday night and they are
both very interesting, with Acacia Ridge making
the trip down to Capalaba, both teams have one
win to their credit, however, come the final
whistle, I think the points will be remaining at
home, the other match is between Souths and
Rocklea, hosts picked up a credible away draw
last week, whilst Rocklea had a big win at home,
very tight match indeed, visitors have the runs
on the board as far as goalscoring is concerned,
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but home ground parochialism may well just
keep one point at Runcorn.

On Sunday Toowoomba make the trip from
the range to Inala, where the hosts are having a
very indifferent start to the season, this is most
unlike them, and if they can sneak one point out
of this one, they would be doing very well
indeed. In the evening clash I strongly tip
Olympic to retain all three points over a very
lethargic Slacks Creek, certainly the visitors are
taking a few weeks to gel into their usual solid
formation, but every week that goes by, makes
it harder for them later in the year. Home win.

In the Cup, Redlands travel to Grange
Thistle on Saturday evening, Thistle yet to
register any points, whilst the visitors have one
home win to their credit, as these matches are

.played over two legs, a draw is quite possible.

AMATEUR DIVISION 1

Round 1 was a big weekend for the visitors,
as four travelling teams won, there was one score
draw, with Annerley the only home side to win.
I wonder how long that trend will continue.

In the only afternoon game on Saturday,
Bayside after having one of the aforementioned
away wins, may well be brought back to earth
when they host Annerley, this will be a top match
and will really test the credentials of the bayside
club, away win. In the two night games Margate
will have South Star as their guests, and this
will be another testing time for the peninsula
based club, and if last week’s results is anything
to go by, a draw is likely, and in the other
Saturday night match Darra make the long trip
up to Dakabin, where I suspect they will be most
unsuccessful in their endeavours.

On Sunday Latrobe, who picked up a good
away draw to Moggill last week, are home to
Goodna, with the Ipswich based club having lost
a few players in the offseason, looks to be a
home win, yet another home win is likely with
Brothers hosting Moggill United, although the
Bellbowrie lads are very competitive, they let a
2 - 0 halftime lead last week slip to finish up
with only one point, points could be shared in
this one, but more likely a home win. Remaining

match is at Bulimba with Eagles tending to the
needs of Redcliffe City, and early season form
dictates the points to remain at Bulimba.

AMATEUR DIVISION 2

The bulk of matches are on Saturday with
Jimboomba hoping their first win of the season
at the expense of Archerfield, it won’t be easy
but is possible, Bethania who front up for their
first fixture, have Clairvaux as the visitors, very
tight match this one but I fancy the points to
remain with the hosts, two last-start losers from
last week meet next, with Kingsridge making
the short trip to Greenbank, the visitors would
be a little shellshocked after last week’s
drubbing by Oxley, this will be a different kettle
of fish, and a draw is quite on the cards. Two
teams with a lot to prove meet in the next match
with Pine Hills home to Samford Rangers, both
sides had identical 2 - 1 wins last week, and,
whilst this is well and truly a local derby, the
points could remain at home, or if the visitors
desire is strong enough, points could be shared.

Only one match on Sunday has Ipswich City
travelling down to Hubner Park, where the hosts
will be out to cement an early season challenge
for honours and keep the points at home.

AMATEUR DIVISION 3

Moggill make their first appearance for the
year in this division by making the trip up to
Dakabin with the hosts fresh from a big away
victory last week, this is a bit unpredictable not
knowing the composition of the Bellbowrie
team, could be a win for the hosts. Logan City
Kings have the biggest scoring team in this
division last week as their visitors in the guise
of Bayside, but I don’t think the visitors will
find this as easy a game, points to remain at
home, also on Saturday afternoon Oxley play
host to Mooroondu and not knowing the
composition of Oxley’s third team, I will tip a
low score draw. On Saturday night Woodridge
make the trip out to the west to Samford, where
I fancy the points will remain. Only one match
Sunday morning, with Margate packing a cut
lunch and going down to Park Ridge, but it will
not be in vain as I tip Margate to win.

AMATEUR DIVISION &

There are two matches on Friday night
where, judging by early season form at least,
points will remain with the host on both
occasions. Lions to topple Newmarket, similarly
Slacks Creek will be too strong for North Star.

On Saturday afternoon Ipswich should
return from their trip to Albany Creek highly
successful, Easts will not relish the visit of high
scoring Capalaba, whilst The Gap and
Mitchelton will be a much closer contest, with
the visitors possibly running out narrow victors
at the end.

The match between Taringa and Acacia
Ridge has gone back to Saturday night at 8.30,
and this may well suit both sides, as they have
to regroup after surprise losses last week. Points
to remain at Jack Speare Park.

AMATEUR DIVISION 5

As reported earlier, Capalaba have taken out
the bye in this division, they make their first
appearance away to Wynnum on Friday night,
where, by virtue of the use of the pin, I forecast
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a draw. In the other Friday night game Slacks
Creek should be victors over Brisbane City. In
the early Saturday games, Ipswich should be
winners in their visit to Albany Creek, however
points to remain at University after Mt Gravatt
come calling. In the twilight matches, Souths
may pick up a point or three from their trip to
Samford, whilst Pine Rivers should be
victorious over hosts Grange.

AMATEUR DIVISION 6

Three matches on Friday night with Ipswich
to pick up their first points of the year over
Annerley, Queensland Uni the (second team
from Uni who eliminated the bye) may have a
fruitless journey down to Redlands, whilst North
Star may have the opposite effect by securing
all three points after their trip to Beenleigh. On
Saturday afternoon Capalaba to be too good for
Easts, whilst University should retain the points
over Newmarket. Taringa now host Brisbane
Lions at 6.30 on Saturday evening, and these
are the two high scorers from last week, so this
should be a treat, home side the victors.

After a successful entry into the
revamped Premier League in 1997, QUT’s
women are hoping to continue their good
form this season.

Both the first team and the reserves
progressed to their respective grand finals last
year, with the reserves winning and the top side
narrowly going down to the QAS.

The club has made an impressive start to
the new season with wins in both grades over
their traditional tertiary rivals, the University
of Queensland.

With an 8-0 victory against UQ, the first
team is again hopeful of reaching this year’s
grand final and is equally confident of
improving on last year’s third place finish.

The club has received strong support from

QUT girls recruit strongly

the QUT Student Guild, Taringa and Campus
Physiotherapy and Boral Windows, but has
also recruited well in the off-season.

Zoe Nolan (Tasmania), Corrine Currey
(QAS), Trena Youngblutt (USA), Cathy
O’Neil (The Gap), and Samantha O’Brien
have all signed for the new year.

However Georgette Leake will be missing
from the side, after receiving a scholarship
with the AIS.

The QUT teams will face their toughest
challenge this season, when they front up
against the QAS this Sunday at Perry Park.

With some of the QUT girls formerly with
the QAS, both sides will be fighting hard for
the three points. The main match kicks off at
11am, with the reserves beginning at 9am.
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Despite a positive pre-season, Pine
Rivers are yet to win a match this year, but
coach Frank Pimblett is confident of
changing that this weekend against The
Gap.

“It’s been a disappointing start for us,” the
former Queensland great said. “There wasn’t
much in our draw in the first round, but we
were absolutely terrible last weekend against
Easts.

“We deserved to lose because we didn’t
work hard enough and put in a very poor
performance.”

Renowned for his fighting characteristics
as a player, Pimblett’s looking to instil some
of those qualities in his young side, beginning
this weekend.

“We have a load of talent in the side, but
playing at this level isn’t just about talent, it’s
also got a lot to do with being a good
competitor,” Pimblett said.

Pimblett wants more fight

“We just weren’t good competitors last
weekend at Easts.

“We’ve lost a lot of experience with the
departures of Graham Eden and John Preston,
so that’s something our youngsters are going
to have to learn very quickly.”

“It’s a bit of a worry at the moment but it’s
only early days and there’s a long way to go.”

Pimblett is confident of replacing that “lost
experience” with a couple of major signings
in the coming weeks.

For the time being though he’s intent on
taking maximum points against a Gap side,
which ran hot last weekend.

“They’ve made some good signings in the
off-season, but we’ve got a good record at
home.

“I'm confident if we work hard, we’ll get
a good result and give our supporters
something to cheer about.”

Last year’s Division One Amateur high
flyers, University of Queensland, are hoping
to get their first win of the season when they
take on North Star at Saint Lucia on Sunday.

It has not been the best of starts for the
students. A less than mediocre pre-season and
a first round loss to Mitchelton have kept them
near the bottom of the table.

However that is not concerning coach Keith
Officer... just yet!

“We’ve been very competitive in all of our
games in this division so far, and we had a solid
nil-all draw with Capalaba in the Ansett Cup
last weekend,” Officer said.

“At this stage we’re still settling our team.
Uni’s only been back for two weeks and we’ve

JQ set to surprise North Star

had several good players return to the club, so I
think we’ll surprise a few clubs in the coming
rounds.”

One of those players is goalkeeper Ben
Appeldorm, a former AIS player, who Uni
picked up after he trialled unsuccessfuly with
Taringa Rovers.

Officer believes North Star will be a tough
proposition, particularly since they are coming
off two losses, but he is no doubt his side can
stand up and be noticed this weekend.

“We have a very mobile midfield. We’ve got
great pace going forward, but we also have great
pace in recovery,” Officer said.

“North Star will see that this weekend... and
they won’t be the last side to see it.”

Tough time ahead for Mitchy

Semi-pro North leaders Mitchelton are
anticipating their toughest game yet, when
they host the underrated Albany Creek outfit
this Sunday.

Mitchelton have two wins from their
opening two encounters and coach Iain Fagan
believes his team is yet to play its best football.

“We’ve got plenty of work to do... all over
the park,” he said.

“But it’s early days yet and I think once we
come up to match fitness, we’ll produce our
best.”

Despite their 3-2 victory against last year’s
premiership runners-up North Star, Fagan is not
all that pleased.

“We were actually down 2-0 and then
brought it back to 2-1 at half time,” Fagan said.

“And while I was happy with the comeback,
our first half performance was terrible.”

The Mitchy coach is adamant his side will

have to lift its game this weekend, against an
Albany Creek side, which is also undefeated
after the first two rounds of the competition.

“That’ll be a tough game... a real contest
between two sides which like to battle,” Fagan
said.

“I think the boys will realise if they come
away with the three points on Sunday, they’ll
have earned them.”

Fagan cited the Albany Creek defence as his
side’s major obstacle on Sunday. Marshalled by
the seasoned Mark Gilbert, the Creek’s backline
is one of the best in the league.

But the Mitchelton coach remains focussed
on getting his own team back to playing quality
football.

“We’ve had a great start even though we’re
not playing the prettiest football,” Fagan said.

“As long as we can maintain that and
improve from week to week, I'll be happy.”

Newmarket coach Peter Carey is after
a lot more committment from his strikers,
when his side hosts a red hot Easts eleven
this Sunday.

Newmarket squandered numerous chances
in their 3-1 loss to Albany Creek last Friday
night, and Carey wants to rectify that for this
weekend.

“We played some good football last Friday
night,” the Newmarket coach said. “We created
plenty of chances but the boys up front couldn’t
finish them off.

“As it was, Darren Burge scored our only
goal and he’s a stopper.”

Carey is confident his side can take the
three points if they take their chances against
the Tigers on Sunday.

Carey calls for more ticker

But he also realises Easts will be a tough
proposition. The Tigers have won their first
two games to take a share of the table lead,
and Carey said his side will be treating them
with plenty of respect.

“To be perfectly honest I’ ve yet to see them
play,” Carey said, “....but they have a great
side on paper and they’re coming off two
impressive victories.”

Carey is set to make one change to last
week’s side, with former Mitchelton striker
Craig Mills likely to get a run.

Skipper Paul Tatters is also set to rejoin
the side, following a much anticipated return
last week, which did not come to fruition.

And Carey believes his inclusion in the
side will make a big difference this weekend.




READ between the LINES

.... the TV Show

Hosted by
Guy Hand
with...

Frank Farina

Andy Harper

For the latest news and views on the XXXX
League soccer scene, tune into CHANNEL 50
on Optus Vision Wednesday nights at 7pm
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